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National Scenic Byway/All American Road
| National Forest Scenic Byway
e state Scenic Byway
State Rec n Byway
W State Historic Byway
l Welcome Cen

The goal of the program is to identify,
designhate, and support certain portions of the
state trunk line highways system as Pure
Michigan Byways for the enhancement and
enjoyment of Michigan’s scenic, recreational,
and historic resources along its roadside.

* Previously called “Michigan Heritage Routes,” the
program was established in 1993 by Public Act 69.
 Itwas rebranded in 2014 to “Pure Michigan Byways.”

e Administered by MDOT
 Staffed by Regional Planning Agencies

B’MVIDOT



* The Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) established
the NSBP

 Sought to create a distinctive collection of
American roads.

 |STEA Instructed States to create their own
Program for Recognition of Byways

* 1993 - Public Act 69 created the Heritage
Route Program —

* Legislation Sought to Create a program to
identify, promote, and protect roadways
throughout Michigan.

* 2014 - Public Act 445 renamed the program
Pure Michigan Byways

e Legislation Sought to align the program with the
Award Winning Pure Michigan Campaign.




Woodward Avenue
Copper Country Trail
River Road

NATIONAL FOREST SCENIC BYWAY

Whitefish Bay National Forest 14
Black River National Forest 16
STATE SCENIC BYWAY
M-22 Byway 18

T e Currently 1,152 miles of
truckline road have been
designated as state and/or

o R T Old Mission Peninsula -
T Tunnel of Trees 14
@MDOT 5.9 fed e ral Byway Tahquamenon

US-2 Top of the Lake Scenic Byway
STATE RECREATION BYWAY
Sunrise Coast 3

22 Byways Within Michigan

. . I-69 Recreational Y

* National Scenic Byways: 2 pethway o Family Fon %
- All-American Roads: 1 Hidden Coast 38
o Nati LF tS . Chief Noonday 40
ationa ores cenic North Huron Recreational Trail 42

West Michigan Pike

Byways: 2

- State Scenic Byways: 17 - '““'“C e .
 Historic: 5 Iron County Heritage Trail 53
e Scenic:7 Marshall’s Territorial Road 54
* Recreational: 5 e Senie By E1Y .

@ Al-American Roacs @ National Scenic Byways



* From the Inception of ISTEA, the transportation

community has been balancing land-use and E———

* To achieve that balance various materials are required to earn a

Intrinsic Resources
* Alisting of the resources available to the traveler demonstrates

Letters of Support kS
 Demonstrating support from the organizations actively engaged

Nominating Team

Friendship

transportation planning. e P s 10 e

P e T No
Description/Use/Facilities COUNTY/CITY/VILLAGENVILLAGE OF

* FHWA in establishing the NSBP seeks to balance the long- T f Do £ e fSver s and st el hrage ks pos VA L

HERITAGE ROUTE RESOLUTION

range planning of America’s premiere touring routes with _
sustainable management practices to ensure the route may be a»”m;mﬁ:“Jmm““@‘“m““m
enjoyed for generations to come. '

. WHEREAS the pubiic highway known as to
within the County/City/Village/ Township af exhibits exceptional scemnfé\cm‘e:u'nna.lf

B historic quality and passes through an ares of significant regional importance, and
2,

—extending from

WHEREAS a study has been underiaken by

which assesses the i and
documents the charaeter and features of the _ quality of and

highway eorridor, and

byway designation.

o WHEREAS it is intended thar the study be forwarded to MDOT in order 1o
a heritage route, -

nominate __as
o .NOW' THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County/City/V
Fnuncil enthusiastically supports the nomination of
including this resolution with the aomination documents, and

illage/Township Board/
.25 a herjtage route and authorizes

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County/Ciry/Village/T: i i it
| regueses and encourages the MDOT to quickly desgnate - at g pos el hercby

gnare _ as a heritage route.

L
planning from a destination perspective.

) BjE I']: FURI?—-IR R_.E.‘_}OIL\’ED that the County/City/Village/Tawnship Boerd/Council hereby
ommits itself to enforce within its jurisdiction the management pian pmofﬂ;is nomination ’

COn the motion to adopt by Member seconded by Member
——— . N . - = - - -
(:7[(./0[.__ ayes and nays, this resolution was earried and the
adopted.

_.anda
— declared the resolution

Dated: e

The M-719 Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Roufe Plan does not attempt to address every-
issue and problem along the corridor. Ideally, this plan update should continue to be used as a
quide to achieve community visions, while clarifying the issues and actions required for
protecting its distinctiveness. The plan update is also a guide for future coridor profection,
and continues to enable local communities to maintain more local contrel over the corridor
without having ownership of the roadway.

in management decisions for the route creates a mechanism
for inspiring stewardship.

The M-119 Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Route Committee is made up of representatives
from the following:

‘ O
 Those undertaking the designation process are instrumental in % s e
creation of a Management Committee. M-119 Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Route - s visoe
2023 Corridor Management Plan Update grr;ent]gsaﬁflailo::ﬁ Aesociats
imet Lounty Lakesnore Assocliation
Management Plan e
. .. . . . /] ‘.\ . I\;!Ichlgan Department afTranspnnaﬂon_
* Aninitial planis required to demonstrate how the route will be /] \\ * EmmetCouny o ol inders
. 0 | ) « Little Traverse Conservancy
managed’ and represents the Long-term deSIreS for the rOUte. | \ The Northwest Michigan Council of Governments facilitates and coordinates the Committee
Turnel of Trees :gg }:I'(ljempnr%i?:sp ?; \:ir:i?a gl;:’;shgpg;lﬁ g;\;f-,:_opmem by compiling the input, insights, resources,
8




* Once Designated, the Management
Plan outlines how a designation is

Implemented.
R —— * Primary Management Areas are:
Michigan Department of Transportation Preservation’ Promotion’ Protection

Submitted November 2024

g * Byway Actions are focused on
; CO"SEFNTRY advancing the route’s focused
"B management area.

sanonar sy, © MDOT offers various forms of support to
advance a Byway’s Management Area

* The management plan demonstrates
long-range planning and is crucial
justification to support planning
desires.

River Road
Scenic Byway

Corridor
Management
Plan




t Can Y to Prevent
Invasive Plants

. Avoid disturbing natural areas, including the clearing of native
vegetation.

. Remove known invasive plants from your property.

. Be an informed gardener and check if plants are invasive before
you purchase and plant them.

. Educate friends, neighbors, and local nurseries about problems
caused by invasive plants.

. Avoid spreading invasive plants you may come in contact with
while enjoying outdoor activities by removing seeds and plant
fragments from clothing and equipment before leaving an area.

. Keep vehicles out of patches of known invasive plants. Drive on
established roads. Remowve clinging weeds before leaving an
area.

. Keep pets and other animals out of the known patches of
invasive plants.

. Check your watercraft and trailer for clinging aquatic weeds.

. Mever take plants from a wild area for transplanting or
omamental purposes!

. Please protect and restore native plants:
Native plants are best suited for soil and light conditions, and
rainfall amounts in the region for your property

These plants can require less maintenance

They have the best chance of survival

Protect natural habitats and the diversity of plants first

Please salvage native plants before development whenever
possible

Restore natural habitats that have been changed or damaged

Scenic Heritage Route

The Tunnel of Trees
(M-119)

oalts

* Balancing growth and
development with
preservation and
conservation

* Balancing roadside
safety with
aesthetics

* Maintaining steep
slope integrity

* Preventing

intrusions to scenic
character
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HERITAGE
ROUTE

Parks & Trails

losco County, Mlclugan . |
e (R Huron Blueways
e Goals " Paddiing Atlas &7 -
it  Ensure that. alternativg forms of ' |
y;wk transportation are available along
”@ US 23. FHWA
TR, » Facilitate the public’s enjoyment of

Sunrise Cgast Touring Guide

forests, open spaces and scenic
views along the route

* Provide visitors with quality
iInformation, guiding, and
wayfinding along the US 23 Heritag
Route.

’j‘ ; | . ’Pare /Lcchtgan Byway

A GUIDEBOOK FOR TOURING THE LAKE HURON COAST!




Byway Management

collaborative action
at various scales

e Local Committee

* RPA
* MDOT




e So, What Do We Do?

* Legislature

* Establishes the program
and outline’s its focus and
function.

* No Legislative Action Taken
Since 2014
* Governor

* Any newly designated
byway must be awarded
their designation by the
Governor.
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 Central Office

* Designation

* We Provide Official
Designations to Proposed
Route’s For Their
Recognition

* |[dentification

* We Identify Funding
Opportunities, Innovative
Manaﬁement Techniques,
and Physically Unique
Areas.

* Management

* We Manage Funding
Distributions, Land-use
Changes, and
Recognition

* Planning

* We Assist in All Planning
Activities For a Byway
(Beautification,
Construction,
Maintenance, Safety, Etc.)

* Regional MDOT Offices
 Partner Status

* MDOT Regions are
Primary Partners of
Byway Committees
As the Owner of the

MDOT Regional
Service Areas and Facilities

Designated Routes V- 4
and inform e ..
committees over any L= L T AT o b
planned work for a Sl = U7
- prm— '\\\, '/(/}\Z/J 3 BoD
roadway. i &l
O < e , NORTH i fass (-
* Management 4 ,,/{.'_ _»\k
* As the Owner of the o s )

Roadway, MDOT

C a1’ 00 . N - e oD
engages in the actual |.== snanojSS S R -
management of a — R oati e
roadway | e |
(Construction, = RS - Sl
Engineering, Etc.). — somwesr i el 1

/"....._ e —

~ UNIVERSITY



e Administration * Planning

* Manage or assist in the
management of
designated byways

e Serve as a liaison
between MDOT and the
local byway committee

* Ensure the byway
corridor management
planis up to date.

* Assistinthe
management and
facilitation of byways
meetings.

* Maintenance of existing
byways websites.

Assist Regional Economic
Development |nitiatives.

Assist in Byway event
creation and
implementation.

 Facilitate Marketing and

Promotional Activities

* Website creation or grand

scale updates.

Prepare and/or assist in the
development or update of
corridor management
plans (CMP).

Conduct studies and
manage research
initiatives of the byway.

What’s Been Done Recently?

—13 |7

Marketing Plan

Sighage Improvements
Corridor Management
Plans

Environmental Reviews
Engineering & Design



The Local Committee’s Role

* Following a Route’s Designation, the
Nominating Team then Transforms to
a Management Council for the Byway}

* This Committee retains the
management of the byway as Local
Byway Committee

* Additional Members may be from the
Government, Industry and the Public

* The role of the local byway
committee is to provide leadership,
promote the byway’s vision, and to
maintain a successful byway
designation.




The Local Committee’s Role

* What Do They Do?
* Designation

* The local scenic byway committee will
serve as the applicant for a proposed
corridor designation and is responsible for

preparing and/or acquiring all required
documentation.

e |dentification

* The committee analyzes the corridor,
including land use, transportation issues,

community goals, lighting and more to
implement the byway’s vision.

* Representation

* The committee manages meetings,
Intergovernmental relations, and serves

as the primary point of contact for the
Public.




The Local Committee’s Role
* What Do They Do?

* Management

Tgis committee will be instrumental in developing the Corridor Management Plan
(CMP).

Formulate bylaws and a decision-making process.

Maintain meeting minutes.

Establish a corridor vision.

Develop and implement goals, objectives and strategies for the vision.

Develop a schedule or work plan for implementation.

Develop a training program for new members.

Research and document opportunities and techniques for corridor management
protection.

Identify existing management entities having authority and ability to implement
corridor strategies.

Search for funding sources such as grants and fund-raising opportunities to create
funds for prospective projects.

Manage the implementation phase. ‘&MDOI-



Who Is Involved?

* In Short, Anyone!

e Committee Members

* Membership can be broad, and is
ultimately decided by your Committee’s
Bylaws

* Arepresentative from each organization
offering a Letter of Support for the Byway
should be included.

« Some Committees Require a Membership Fee

e Committee Partners

* Arepresentative from all organizations
Involved in byway activities should be
Included.

* Trail Groups, Energy Providers, MDOT,
CRAs, FLMAs, and Many More!
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* The Tunnel of Trees Scenic Byway is a
designated byway on M-119 from Harbor
Springs to Cross Village MI.

* Designated in 2003
e 27 Miles North-South oo

* The Route e,

* Linear corridor that traverses rolling hills,
lakeshore bluffs, creeks and springs prowdlng
stunning views, undisturbed natural Good Hart
environments, and historic education along the
way

* Characterized by Picturesque Views as it hugs the
shore of Lakes Michigan, providing scenic vistas
and access to recreation areas across Emmet
County.

* Whatis it?

* A corridor with unparalleled natural beauty, a
protected natural environment, varied historical &
cultural resources, and numerous recreational el
opportunities that make M-119 one of Michigan’s , O
most visited corridors. SAGYOl

Harbor
Springs




e What’s the Vision?

* The natural, scenic, and cultural character of the Tunnel of Trees
corridor will be protected, preserved, and enhanced for generations

to come.

* What are the Goals?
* To promote protection and preservation of the “Tunnel of Trees”
corridor.

* To assess existing community plans and regulations to ensure
effective implementation of the goals and projects listed in the

corridor management plan.
* To promote enhancement projects restoring character and showing
the history of the Heritage Route.

* To unite the linear community through Heritage Route management.

* How to Achieve the Goal?

* Objectives are action items to support a byway goal.

* “A major objective to implement the M-119 Tunnel of Trees ... Corridor
Management Plan is providing educational materials and activities.”

* Strategies are the Action to be taken to achieve the objective.

* “ldentify potential Hlstorlcal Markers/Signs sites. Continue maintenance o
the historic marker signs.”




Motchimanitou

=1 Devils Elbow
* Where is the funding to undertake action  ToT Historical Sign Project A flowing spring in this
items? ] | ravine was believed by
 NSBP Funding e The pr0jeCt SOUght to achieve area Odawa Indian Bands to be the home
. . _ . . . W of spirits who made their presence Known |
¢ Fundlng fOI’ visual assessments, -‘t‘he lOng running corridor goal' i this ocation during the Rours of darkness. g
preservation plans, and more is To promote enhancement ‘ |
?r\(/)arganl_ll?A}"&om Byway Program Grants projects restoring character
+ SB-2003-MI-50: Marshall Historic and showingthe history of the 7
Resource Protection Project received Heritage Route. 72 >t
$334,000 (Marshall’s Territorial Road) P off-'ho[z[ N ‘T |
+ State Funding * Project Demonstrated ‘ 0 G )
. . . : By '. ; In thi area,ﬁmeatﬁahryetrer
 Various funding sources are available Strong Partnership T i cf f i enamsne:
across all state departments to address « Little Traverse Bay Bands of = RS 2-:-674,%001;«@%& mar;ycm;itsfn
i i . ¢ ' ate 1700's. T - tree was also used as a
pl‘esel’vatlon & educatlon S Odawa Indian (Consultant) navigational tool during scasonal migrations. i

« MACC Mission Support Grant Program: . ) :
Harbor Springs Historical Society VA HEIeR1 6 Harbor Sprlngs
received $20,000 (2025) Area Community Foundation

. . Fund
 Non-Profit Funding (Funder) |
: ' * Tunnel of Trees Committee
* Numerous Foundations or Non-profit e

organizations are available to address > ,_ |
Soien ot iho comdor Marylocal + 5Signs have been nstatied BRI /1 (i

! . sinn | The church below, built in 1889,
Byway Committees. since 2004 B

Jesuit mission of 1741, which was rebuilt by .

e The Peto S.key- Harbo r S p ri ngS Area local Waganafising Odawak, carpenters
Community Foundation Grants . o crufismen in 1825




I. Basic Project Information — Project Description, Location, and Parties

Benefits Of a Byway DeSignation The project sarrative should be submitted in a single PDF document and should thoroughly

address cach of the below statutory eligibility criteria and merit criteria with as moch detail as
possible, without exceeding the overall page limit. FHW A recommends that the Basic Project
[nformation section follow the outline below to address the program reguircments and assist
evaluators in locating relevant information:

Mame/title of proposed project.

The State DOT or Indian Tribe applying for fanding (23 ULS.C. 162(b 1))
Mame and contact mformation for the State DOT or Tribal applicant point of contact.
Mame of the byway(s) impacted by the proposed project, and whether the project isa
statewide or multi-Stabe project.

Designation type of the byway(s) impacted by the proposed project (Natiomal Scenic
Byway, All-American Road, State scenic byway, or Indian Tribe scenic byaay) {23
LEC, 1a2(bW AN —(vw)).

6. The primary project type under which the proposed project aligns (23 US.C. 162(c)).
T. Ifapplicable, the additional project types identified.

. Project Abstract (maximum five sentences): Summarize project work that wouald be
completed under the project. The project abstract must swecinetly describse ow the
specific request for NSBP funds would be used to complete the project.

Blape=

b

(a) Project Description

The applicant should provide detailed information abowt the project., including current cleallenges
and how the project would address these challenges. The project description must also detail
how the propect will protect the scenic, historical, recreational, cultural, natural, and

e RPAs Provide Technical Assistance archacological integrity of a highway and adjacent aseas (23 U.S.C. 162(d))
e Administration .
* Planning

* Funding is Made Available through Grants to
Support Byway Activities

The applicant should provide a concise discussion of the project”s history and a description of
amy previously mcurred costs. The applicant may use this section to place the project into a
beoader context of other infrastructure investments being pursuwed by the project sponsoer.

To the extent possible, FHW A encourages, but is not reguiring, applicants wo identify the degree
to which the project may contribute to the functioning and growth of the sconomy, mcluding the
cxtent o which the project addresses congestion or freight connectivity, bridges service gaps in
rural areas, or promotes greater land-use productivity, including main street revitalization or
locally-driven density decisions that support equitable commercial and mixed-mcome
resudential developiment.




* The Primary Benefit of a Byway
Designation is establishment of a
committee whose purview is
Addressing the issues of the Corridor.

* Recognizing the committee’s relative
lack of control over the roadway, it is
designed as a forum so the decision
makers can adequately plan for the
benefit of the community.

e Safety Issues
* Multi-Modal Transportation

e Qutside of the Corridor Issues, the

"“,. i
-
'I 3
o

Volcanic Legacy Community

Committee Serves as a Forum to align Pastiership DMO Plan

planning for the region from a RS

deStlna'Uon perspectlve. art One: Visitor Focused Marketing Plan
 Resource Protection/Preservation PR Cember N IDenied Soruspd e

Plan

NATIONAL|



Byway Success Stories

Copper Country Trail
National Byway

Amemicas Brwava® Lake Superior

Copper Country Trail Location Map

~ Jacobsville

@ Vistor Centers

N
Houghton - Keweenaw
Convention & Visior Bureau
W Calumet - Keweenaw Peninsula
Chamber of Commerce
Copper Harbor Visitor's Center

0 25 5 75 10

Houghton Co.
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BROCKWAY MOUNTAIN DRIVE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

What?

An Improvement to a Road in Effort
to Advance the Scenic Quality of the
Route

Where?

Brockway Mtin Drive: The Highest
Scenic Route Between the Rocky &
Allegheny Mins.

Why?

Overlooks Developed through
desires of the Keweenaw County
Road Commission & Keweenaw
National Historic Park

NATIONAL BYWAY




BROCKWAY MOUNTAIN
DRIVE IMPROVEMENT

'. > ‘4
& ettt

o PROJECT

s ® LA

History
1920’s: Project Proposed

Jumpstart the Tourism Industry W AY

Great Depression Creates A Cheap Labor
Pool

Increased Workforce from 70-80 to 600-
700 Men

1933: Construction Started
Basic road completed in 4 months
150-300 men, all hand work — no machines

Brockway Mtn Drive Officially opened on
Tuesday, October 10, 1933

Scenic Overlook Work continued:
1934: Scenic Overlook Improvement Made

1936: Project Considered Complete
($40,000)

1938-1940 drive was hard-surfaced




BROCKWAY MOUNTAIN DRIVE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

2005 Applied to Scenic Byways Grant
Program

Acquisition of Copper Harbor Overlook (“‘Brockway
Nose”) | NATIONAL BYWAY

Construction of Overlook
Preservation of Walls
Surfacing of Turnouts

Interpretive Signage

Project Funded in 2006 (SB-2006-MI-03)

Road Commission Applicant
Keweenaw National Historical Park Consulting

WUPPDR Facilitating

Matching funds/in-kind from Property Owner
and KCRC.




OPPER

BROCKWAY MOUNTAIN DRIVE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT OUNTRY
Fall 2012 Future Construction &
. Interpretive Signage Planned
Overlook Construction & WUPPDR & Local Agency 2024
Dedication Compleie Programs (LAP) Involvement NATIONAL BYWAY

Resurfacing Needed
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Scenic Heritage Route M-119 Tunnel of Trees

=14
4

Heritage Route Committee
&

el of Trees

Pure Michigan Byways

ICHIGAN

Messaging for Visitors to
The Tunnel of Trees




Google

tunnel of trees

Al Images Videos Maps News Shorivideos Shopping i More

Photos Directions Tickets Reviews

Results for Petoskey, MI - Choose area |

Places

Tunnel of Trees

46 (812) - Scenic spot
Harbor Springs, Ml

Open 24 hours

Leafy backroad with sightseeing stops

Tunnel of Trees
45 (40) - Scenic spot
Harbor Springs, Ml

Scenic Outlook - Tunnel of Trees
48 (70) - Scenic spot
Harbor Springs, Ml

Tools

Open now Hike Top rated Michigan route Fall colors

®

Website

Tunnel of Trees
Leafy backroad with
sighiseeing stops

Directions

@

Directions

@

Open - Closes 7:30 PM Directions
More places —
People also ask :
How long is the drive through the Tunnel of Trees? v

What month is best for Tunnel of Trees?

Stutsmanville

PAtons Corner

Scenic Outlook -

*" Tunnel of Trees Q
+

Tunnel of Trees @ o Tunnel of [

WEQUE He
Ran
Map data €2025 Terms

facebook

Tunnel of Trees, M119

32K likes = 40K followers

Posts About Reels Photos Videos e
Intro Tunnel of Trees, M119
3h- &
Wejlcon_‘ne 10 the_TunneI of Trees Fan Page! This What do you think. Is the Petoskey State Park the best beach in
iconic 27.5 mile stretch of road runs from Michigan?

Petoskey to Cross Village. We highlight local
attractions, support nearby businesses, and share
the best of this scenic drive’s year-round beauty!




Pure Michigan

https-/fwww.michigan.org » article » stops-scenic-road-tri. .
16 Stops for a Scenic Road Trip Along M-119 and .
The historic M-119 scenic route, or the Tunnel of Trees, skirts Lake Michigan, between Harbor Springs
and Cross Village. During this 20-mile drive, ...

Tripadvisor
hittps:/fwwwi tripadvisor.com » Attraction_Review-g422 ..

Tunnel of Trees - M119 (2025) - All You Need to Know ...

Take your time to negotiate this winding narrow road and you have beautiful views of
the lakeshore passing some neat log homes, both modern and and historic.
42 (387)

MyMarth.com
https-/fmynarth.com » Northem Michigan Articles

Guide to Michigan's Iconic Tunnel of Trees on M-119

May 3, 2017 — The M-119 Tunnel of Trees is one of Michigan's most iconic attractions.
Here's your guide to the scenic drive with coffee, beaches and more.

Facebook - Tunnel of Trees, M119
402K+ followers

Tunnel of Trees, M119

Welcome to the Tunnel of Trees Fan Page! This iconic 27.5 mile stretch of road runs
from Petoskey to Cross Village. We highlight local attractions, ...

4.6 (182)

Tunnel of Trees Heritage Route
https:/fwww.m119tunneloftrees.org » learn 3

[k

Learn

The M-119 Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Route runs along the northwestern coast e i

of Michigan's Lower Peninsula, north of Harbaor Springs and south of Cross ...

16 Stops for a Scenic Road Trip Along M-
119 and the Tunnel of Trees

divingotters36

The historic M-119 scenic route, or the Tunnel of Trees, skirts Lake Michigan, between Harbor Springs and Cross
Village. During this 20-mile drive, you'll experieri \tree canopies, ridiculously charming small towns, and delicious

local cuisine.

-

facebook

Tunnel of Trees, M119

32K likes + 40K followers

Posts About Reels Photos Videos




PURE ICHIGAN®

1. Cross Village

The first oW Oiring along the Tunnel of Trees is Cross Village. It has a Heritage Museum in its old town

hall, and features a giant white cross on a bluff overlooking the lake. The story of the cross has its roots back in the

seventeenth century, when Jesuit missionary Jacques Marquette supposedly planted a white cross on the bluff

before he died.

Cross Village

notice when you arrive at the Legs Inn is the incredible, rustic stone architecture... and things
only get cooler from there. The inside is just as kitschy and lodge-like, and they serve up a wild menu of very
authentic Polish cuisine (think pierogis, smoked whitefish, and stuffed cabbage.) Enjoy it all with a Polish beer or
some Polish vodka, and, if you're there on the right evening, some live music. They also have cottages for rent if

you want to make a whole night of it.

. Three Pines Studio and Gallery — Cross Villa

Another spot to pull off and stretch your legs is [hree Pines Studio and Gallery. Hosting a huge variety of local
crafts and art, you can admire the wares and purchase anything that strikes your fancy. You'll find anything from

fiber arts pieces and jewelry to woodworked art, blown glass, and paintings here.

4. Good Hart

hamlet of Good Hart. Seriously, it's tiny. The downtown only has three businesses. The Good

bne of the most iconic stops along the Tunnel of Trees. It's totally authentic. The store has
ering spot for the people of Good Hart since the 1930s. It's the town's grocery, bakery, deli,
real estate office, and post office. Stop in for snacks, one of their famous pot pies, souvenirs, or just a photo op with

the red building.

Also along the route, illage Park's beach. The trail behind

the Middle Village church features an observation deck and easy access to the quiet little public swim spot.

6. Harbor Springs

Harbor Springs has been a resort destination for decades, so it's a great place to visit on your journey. Located on
Lake Michigan's Little Traverse Bay, Harbor Springs offers scenic beauty, stargazing, quaint historic sites, and, of

course, one end of the Tunnel of Trees.

7. Pond Hill Farm - Harbor Springs

Pond Hill Farm is one of the main attractions along the M-119, and it's not hard to see why: There's something for

everyone here. Kids will love exploring the working farm, petting the animals, and enjoying a sundae from the ice
cream parlor, and adults will want to unwind with a wine tasting or nice sit-down meal at the Garden Cafe before

picking up some farm-fresh fruits and veggies, locally made goods, and more.

8. Balsam and Cedar Trails — Harbor Springs

Thorne Swift Nature preserve is tiny, DUt Tnat docen T mean it isn T worth exploring. Take the short Balsam and
Cedar Trails, and explore the dunes, swamplands, and ponds in addition to the stretch of beach and lake just off

the Tunnel of Trees.

9. Petoskey Area

wn, famed for its Victorian architecture, has more than 500 historic places on the

National Historic Register, as well as Petoskey’s Historic Gaslight District and a postcard-worthy downtown. A visit
here is almost like stepping back in time! Plus, Petoskey is the best place to find a Petoskey stone, which is the

official state stone of Michigan. Petoskey stones are actually made of fossilized coral that was abundant in the area
before the Ice Age. Glaciers rubbed these coral fossils into smooth stones, which are most easily recognized by the

six-sided pattern that crisscrosses the surface.

10. Magnus Municipal Park — Petoskey

Petoskey's Magnus Park is one of the best places 16 go hunting for those Petoskey stones. It's right on the shore,

and also has a nice campsite as well.



11. Bear River Valley Recreation Area —)Petoskey

15. Tunnel of Trees

If all of the natural beauty along the M-119 has you eager to get explering, then you'll definitely want to visit the
Bear River Valley Recreation Area. It's home to one of the best whitewater courses in the Midwest, and is perfect for
an epic excursion into the wilderness. The Northern Michigan Paddling Club frequently hosts classes and events, so

if you don't have the gear or experience needed to hit the water, check out the club and see what they have going

an.

@ake Michigan Water Trail Northw@

Petoskey

The Tunnel of Trees makes for a stunning scenic drive, but it's also warth cruising on a bike. The route is only about

30 or so miles, and experiencing the sounds of nature and the rush of the breeze as you peddle along really adds

to the experience of the trip.

For those who do have gear and want even more boating fun, the Lake Michigan Water Trail Northwest covers

nearly 300 miles, and passes along the Tunnel of Trees region as it follows the entire Northwest Michigan coast.

16. Hiking Trails

There are also some great hikes along the route as well:

13. Odawa Casino -

On a hilltop above Fetoskey, you'll find plenty of modern-day excitement at the Odawa Casino Resort. It's got

ne Morth Western State Trail, Which features seven miles
e e e developed part fromeSpsi

aauad trail and another 20 or sgaafanpaved path, is wort
Lake Park, jUst off the M-119, eep going down the trail from Alanson until you rea @

games, luxurious accommeodations, several different dining options, and a schedule full of performances and

shows.

14. Horton Bay General Store —Boyne City

Did you know Ernest Hemingway spent almost every summer of his childhood in northern Michigan?? His family
vacationed near Petoskey every year, and many of the spots he frequented as a young man are still open. Horton
Bay General Store is one such Hemingway Haunt; opened in the mid-nineteenth century, the general store has
remained a community hub of Horton Bay for decades. Hemingway mentioned the store in his short story "Up in
Michigan” and used it as inspiration for Mr. Packard's store in "The Last Good Country.” Pop in for a malted at the

soda fountain or grab a beer in the garden patic after you check out the Hemingway memeorabilia!



15. Tunnel of Trees

The Tunnel of Trees makes for a stunning scenic drive, but so worth cruising on a bike. The route is only about

30 or so miles, and experiencing the sounds of nature and the r f the breeze as you peddle along really adds

to the experience of the trip.
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16 Stops for a Scenic Road Trip Along M-119 and ...

The historic M-119 scenic route, or the Tunnel of Trees, skirts Lake Michigan, between Harbor Springs

and Cross Village. During this 20-mile drive, ...
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hittps:/fwwwi tripadvisor.com » Attraction_Review-g422 ..
Tunnel of Trees - M119 (2025) - All You Need to Know .

Take your time to negotiate this winding narrow road and you have beautiful views of
the lakeshore passing some neat log homes, both modern and and historic. Tunnel of Trees - M119 (") Share ¢ Review

42 {:38?} 4.2 @@ @@ (387 reviews) #2 of 17 things to do in Harbor Springs

United States > Michigan (MI) > Emmet County » Harbor Springs > Things to Do in Harbor Springs » Tunnel of Trees - M119

¢ Seeall things to do

4 MyNorth.com
https-/fmynarth.com » Northem Michigan Articles
Guide to Michigan's Iconic Tunnel of Trees on M-119

May 3, 2017 — The M-119 Tunnel of Trees is one of Michigan's most iconic attractions.
Here's your guide to the scenic drive with coffee, beaches and more.

Facebook - Tunnel of Trees, M119
402K+ followers

Tunnel of Trees, M119

Welcome to the Tunnel of Trees Fan Page! This iconic 27.5 mile stretch of road runs
from Petoskey to Cross Village. We highlight local attractions, ...

46 (182)

n Tunnel of Trees Heritage Route

= https:/fwww.m119tunneloftrees.org » learn 3

Learn

The M-119 Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Route runs along the northwestern coast

of Michigan's Lower Peninsula, north of Harbor Springs and south of Cross ...
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90000 Oct 2024 Open now
Beautiful drive Tuesday 12:00 AM-11:59 PM
Mid-October would be a perfect time to enjoy the foliage.
Read more
00000 Oct 2024
Beautiful

Quirky twisted narrow road with fabulous tree canopy!
6 By BrianandFaithFalkowski

Read more
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The Tunnel of Trees Isn't
Oct 2023 » Solo

50 =

BrianandFaithFalkowski
Spring Lake, Ml = 47 contributicns

It's not a "tunnel” of trees, it's a twist 1 and a half lane road with WAY too much traffic duri
tour. It's a great road to take on a motorcycle when it's not October and is no more than @ 00000

parking lot jam packed with tourists.

Written May 27, 2024

This review is the subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor member and not of Tripadvisor LLC. Tripadvisor performs checks o

Beautiful
Oct 2024 « Couples

of our industry-leading trust & sofety standards. Read our transparency report to learn more.

’ norm m
20 contributions

00000
Beautiful Drive
Qct 2023 » Friends

Very serene and peaceful! Not something yo

won't be disappointed.

Written November 16, 2023

This review is the subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor mem
of our industry-leading trust & sofety standards. Read our

90 s

Quirky twisted narrow road with fabulous tree canopy! We enjoyed it very much! Views of Lake

Michigan at times. Be careful of the deer crossing! We saw several. Would highly recommend the drive!

Teaveling (o s
=== Son Diego, CA » 399 contributions |

000080

That's a lotta trees

Sep 2024 « Family

| wished to avoid lots of cars so we went south on the tunnel of trees after an early dinner at Legs Inn. It
was dusk when we were done. However almost no traffic at all. More residences than | imagined which
must be a bummer for them to have cars in front of their houses all season(s). Anyway beautiful trees
saw several deer and one jumped across the road in front of our car. The roads out to M119 from US31
were just as beautiful | have to say. The whole area is beautiful. Well worth the drive.

Written October 8, 2024

This review is the subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor member and not of Tripadvisor LLC. Tripadvisor performs checks on reviews os part
of our industry-leading trust & safety standards. Read our transparency report to learn more.
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16 Stops for a Scenic Road Trip Along M-119 and ...
The historic M-119 scenic route, or the Tunnel of Trees, skirts Lake Michigan, between Harbor Spri

) . . . . EXCLUSIVE
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Tunnel of Trees - M119 (2025) - All You Need to Know ...

Take your time to negotiate this winding narrow road and you have beautiful views of
the lakeshore passing some neat log homes, both modern and and historic.
42 (387)

Guide to Michigan's Iconic Tunnel of Trees on M-119
by Marty Hair | May 3, 2017

SPONSORED

MyMarth.com
https-/fmynarth.com » Northem Michigan Articles
Guide to Michigan's Iconic Tunnel of Trees on M-119

May 3, 2017 — The M-119 Tunnel of Trees is one of Michigan's most iconic attractions.
Here's your guide to the scenic drive with coffee, beaches and more.

Photo by Connor Gray

Guide to M-119 Tunnel of Trees, a premiere Michigan attraction, including
Northern Michigan restaurants, shopping, lodging from Petoskey to Harbor
Springs.

Facebook - Tunnel of Trees, M119
402K+ followers

Tunnel of Trees, M119
Welcome to the Tunnel of Trees Fan Page! .
from Petoskey to Cross Village. We highlight local attractions, ...
46 (182)

Northern Michigan's Tunnel of Trees on M-119 is one of the state's most iconic attractions. The
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Learn
The M-119 Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Route runs along the northwestern coast
of Michigan's Lower Peninsula, north of Harbor Springs and south of Cross ...
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The historic M-119 scenic route, or the Tunnel of Trees, skirts Lake Michigan, between Harbor Springs
and Cross Village. During this 20-mile drive, ...

M-119 Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Route

Learn

The Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Route continues to work to ensure the residents of Emmet County th
character of the region and will be managed in a manner that protects the "Tunnel of Trees."

Tripadvisor
hittps:/fwwwi tripadvisor.com » Attraction_Review-g422 ..

Tunnel of Trees - M119 (2025) - All You Need to Know ...

Take your time to negotiate this winding narrow road and you have beautiful views of
the lakeshore passing some neat log homes, both modern and and historic.
42 (387)

Resources Map of the M-119 Tun

Please see the 2025 Pure Michigan Byways Spring Coordinators Call Presentation below: The M-119 Tunnel of Trees !

Michigan's Lower Peninsula
< « Pure Michigan Byways Spring Coordinators Call 2025 >

4 MyNorth.com
https-/fmynarth.com » Northem Michigan Articles
Guide to Michigan's Iconic Tunnel of Trees on M-119

May 3, 2017 — The M-119 Tunnel of Trees is one of Michigan's most icg
Here's your guide to the scenic drive with coffee, beaches and mg

Please see the 2024 Pure Michigan Byways Workshop Presentations below:

« Managing the Byway PMB Workshop 2024
« NSBF Grant Applications PMB Workshop 2024
« Marketing the Byway PMB Workshop 2024 Lake Michig

View All Resources
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A hitps
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of Michigan's Lower Peninsula, north of Harbor Springs and south of Cross ...
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Pure Michigan Byways

@ > Travel > Tourists > Pure Michigan Byways

Pure Michigan Byways offer a rich taste of all the grandeur and diversity the Great Lakes State has to offer. Outstanding natural beauty and many
sites of historical, scenic, recreational and cultural significance have earned Michigan its place at the top of the list of travel destinations. Whether
you're an outdoor enthusiast, a history buff or merely enjoy a relaxing drive in the country, Pure Michigan Byways will take you there. So, take the

road less traveled and disc wonders of Michigan's Byways.

Learn more abdyut MDOT's Byways Program,

T

Pure Michigan Byways and Tour Ro iving Guide

Michigan's wonders are easily accessible from the g of 22 state and National Byways

PG uide highlights scenic, natural,
ﬂg the route. MapS and information SUNRISE COAST - MACKINAC BRIDGE'OLD MACKINAC LIGHT

and Tour Routes. Each byway description in tha
historical, cultural, and archaeclogical attrg
regarding availability of services, time o drive and enjoy each byway and tour route,
and best times of year to travel agg uded. The routes are categorized by their
desiapnatisasssard copies c3 ained at your nearest MDOT welcome center.

View the Driving Guide
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LAND!
Designated by the United States
Secretary of the Interor, Mational
Historic Landmarks possess excep-
tional value or quality in illustrating
or interpreting America's heritage.
These landmarks are shown in Green
throughout this guide.

NATIONAL REGISTER

OF HISTORIC FPLACES
This National Register is an official list
of the nation's historic places waorthy
of preservation. The program coordi-
nates and supports public and private
effarts ta identify, evaluate, and pro-
tect America's historic and archeologi-
cal resources. These places are shown
in Blue throughout this guide.

Editorial copy in this publication

does not constitute endorsement of
products or services by the State of
Michigan, the Michigan Department
of Transportation or the Michigan
Econormic Developrment Corp.’s Travel
Michigan. Information, including
prices, dates and hours should be veri-
fied. Reasonable efforts have been
made to maintain content accuracy,

it is not represented to be ermor free.

The Michigan State Police Office of
Highway Safety Planning would like
to remind you that, while enjoying
Pure Michigan's Byways and tour
routes, always buckle up and have a
safe, saber driver.
ABOUT THIS TOUR GUIDE
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Middle Village to Good Hart

East of the byway are two conser-
vancy nature preserves. The 685-acre
Goodhart Farms Mature Preserve on
Robinson Road is a mix of meadows,
hay fields, and a maple, beech, and ash
farest with old orchards and pine plan-
tations, and rolling scenic fields that
offer views of Lake Michigan. There are
6.5 miles of marked trails with 3.5 miles
groomed in winter that are ideal for
hiking, horseback riding, snowshoeing,
and cross-country skiing. The 230-acre
Elmer Johnson Nature Preserve on
Church Road is a mix of meadowlands
and rolling hardwood forest dominat-
ed by beech, sugar maple, and red oak.
There are 2 miles of trails with hilltops
that offer magnificent views of Lake
Michigan and Beaver Island.

The area now known as Good Hart was
also called Middle Village after its loca-
tion halfway between Harbor Springs
and Cross Village. This area is also
home to the first Jesuit mission, set

in 1741. St. Ignatius Church was later
built in the same vicinity as the mis-
sion in 1833 and is located west of the
byway on Lamkin Road. The present
building was built in 1889 with the tall
steeple. There is a pathway that leads
to the Middle Village Beach, a popular
spot for swimming in Lake Michigan.
The Good Hart General Store, built in
1934, was a general grocery, butchery,
and gas station and is still in opera-
tion as a general store that hosts the
post office. It has many of the ariginal
features still intact.

About 4 miles north of Good Hart is the
Area of the Old Council Tree, which
was in close proximity to the byway.

In this area, beneath a large tree,

tribal chiefs of the Menominee, Ofibwe
(Chippewa), and Odawa held many
councils in the late 1700s. The tree was
also used as a navigational tool during
seasonal migrations.

Good Hart to Cross Village

Stop by the conservancy's 62-acre
‘Woolam Family Nature Preserve that
has Lake Michigan frontage with ma-
ture beech-maple hardwoods near the
byway to mixed upland conifers near
the water. The half-mile trail takes you
through the hilly woods to the Lake
Michigan shoreline.

The byway ends at Cross Village, which
sits high on a bluff overlooking Lake
Michigan. The first known settlers of
Cross Village were members of the
Odawa Tribe, who picked the area near
Cross Village because of its suitable
terrain to grow com. They established
a small village in the late seventeenth
century and called the settlement
Waganakisi. The first Europeans to ar-
rive in Cross Village were French Jesuit
missionaries, who set up a mission in
the early eighteenth century and likely
placed a white cross on the bluff, as
was their custom. Later, Cross Village
was known for its lumber and
commercial fishing.

The Conservancy's o.4-acre Shurtleff
Preserve is located on the bluff
between the byway and Lower
Shore Drive and provides magnifi-
cent views of Lake Michigan. Visit
the L'Arbre Croche Museum, which
features information beginning with
the Odawa through present day.
There are separate rooms dedicated
to the MNative Americans and the
lumber industry with artifacts and
displays showcasing the rich history
of the village over the past several

TUNNEL OF TREES

hundred years. There is also a research
room containing many books on the
village. Legs Inn restaurant was built in
1921 and was named for the stove legs
that adorn the roofline of the unusual
and artistic structure. This Michigan
Historical Site sits on the biuff over-
looking Lake Michigan and is known
for its unique atmosphere and authen-
tic Polish cuisine. The g-acre Port of
Cross Village Park on Lake Michigan
provides beach access, a boat launch
and picnic tables.
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M-119 Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Route
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Preserve

Mrs. C. F. (Alice) Irwin, an early preservationist and naturalist living in Harbor Springs was able, via her state-wide newspaper column, to initiate a grass roots
effort to protect and preserve the corridor.

The initiative to protect and preserve the M-119 corridor originated in 1936. Mrs. C. F. (Alice) Irwin, an early preservationist and naturalist living in Harbor Springs was able, via her state-wide newspaper
column, to initiate a grass roots effort to protect and preserve the corridor. At that time several hundred people met to consider protecting the corridor as opposed to other plans being entertained that
would have significantly modified the route to accommodate growing usage. Mrs. Irwin successfully petitioned the State legislature to protect and preserve the road in its natural state. Based on a desire
to control soil erosion and preserve the natural beauty the preservationists carried the day. That movement continues to the present day.

In 1993, the Michigan Heritage Route Program was created by Public Act 69 of 1993, giving the State of Michigan the authority to designate heritage routes. Under the Heritage Route Program
administered by the Michigan Department of Transportation, local communities have the opportunity to apply to have routes designated under one of three categories: scenic, recreation, or historic.
Essentially, route designation enables local communities to preserve or market the corridor.

In June 2001, the M-119 Heritage Route Committee was formed to develop the M-119 Heritage Route Management Plan. The Northwest Michigan Council of Governments (NWMCOG) staff members
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Protect

The Committee is dedicated to preserving and enhancing the scenic, cultural, natural, and historic characteristics of the M-119 Corridor

Goals of the M-119 Tunnel Of Trees Scenic Heritage Route Committee

The Committee is dedicated to preserving and enhancing the scenic, cultural, natural, and historic characteristics of the M-119 Corridor.

@Iancing growth and development with preservation and consewaD

Future land use along the corridor will be influenced by a variety of factors: individual land owners’ decisions, regulations, the state of the economy, land costs, and pressures resulting from changing

demographics and recreational and travel patterns.

« Balancing roadside safety with aesthetics
Safety is of primary importance along the roadway. Preserving and protecting the natural, cultural, and scenic character of the corridor is an equally important goal.
« Maintaining steep slope integrity

Township residents along the corridor have expressed concern regarding shoreline development. The M-119 Management Plan supports efforts to minimize the disruption of steep slopes that could

damage the integrity of the roadway and undermine the safety and character of the corridor.

« Preventing intrusions to scenic character
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Messaging for Visitors to
The Tunnel of Trees

Possible next steps:

Short Term
* Request Pure Michigan change links from Facebook fan page to MDOT feature.

Long Term
e Request funding from Pure Michigan Byways to work with a marketing consultant to
help improve messaging.
* Visitors Guide that promotes the beauty, history, and local points of interest,
but also communicates how to visit the TOT safely and respectfully.

 Website content organized by target audience. For example:
o Plan Your Visit
o Landowner Resources
o Byway Committee
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